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yhe Cantieri Taroni nautical workshop in Stresa, one of the oldest in ltaly, was foun-
ded, according to the local historian Don Vincenzo De Vit, in 1858 by Giorgio Taroni, pione-
er of the motor boat industry and the first to start the construction of matorboats on Lake
Maggiore. From this shipyard, in 1903, comes the first motorboat that, equipped with a 60
horse power FIAT engine, with a top speed of 28 kilometres per hour: with that boat, called
“Folgore”, begins the first tourist service on the lake between Stresa and Locarno. Cantieri
Taroni participate in the nautical exhibitions of those years, with prototypes of boats and spe-
edboats; it is on board one of these hoats that Giorgio Taroni manages to make the famous
Pavia-Venice cruise, along with the sports journalist Arturo Mercanti, along that stretch of
the Po River for the first time.
In 1907/ the local press reported that, thanks to Luigi Bergamo, the shipyard would have
developed a hull equipped with a powerful FIAT 10 engine to be used as a tourist service on
the lake. The first matorboat in public service in Stresa is launched with the name of “Grand
Hotel et des Iles Borromees” - a super luxurious boat with an English Tornirof propeller
and with a top speed exceeding thirty kilometres per hour: Among the first passengers were
members of the Dutch and Belgian Royal families, the billionaire Rockefeller, George Gould,
the philanthropist Carnegie and the Prince of Wales.

With the classic Chiocciola - “Snail” boat , built in
Cantieri Taroni, the mayor of Stresa, Carlo Emanuele
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characteristic boats of the
shipyard are the small
Mas, which, armed with a
fixed Breda machine gun
were used on the Piave
river in patrol actions in
1917. Cantieri Taroni are
a[so known for having
linked their name to the
Wars of Independence:
groups of Piedmontese
patriots embarked on
boats made available by
the factory to carry out
war missions on the
Austrian bank of the
Verhano.

che prospelia I'Isola Bella tra Stresa
detto il Chignolo.
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rivers Ticino and Po. On the side : the novel that de-
scribes the incredible journey.




