
DDuring the Belle Époque, tradition and modernity coexisted on the lake.
A source of livelihood for the local populations and a waterway connecting the Alps and the Po 
Valley, for centuries Verbano has been sailed by heavy boats of various shapes and sizes, pushed 
forward by standing rowers and used for fishing and carrying goods and people. Since the 
second half of the nineteenth century, boats suitable for sports and trips became increasingly 
frequent on the lake – they were light, elegant and with oars to row backwards. The noble and 
upper-class holidaymakers would put them away in their private docks, while tourists would 
rent them when needed. As per tradition, in addition to rafts, large and wide cargo boats were 
used for transports, equipped with square sails and also with canopies, arch covers and sheets 
that were used in the smallest boats for light goods and people. Sumptuous gondolas, on the 
other hand, would bring families to their worldly visits and events in their historic villas. The 
fishermen boats were modest and composed of few, heavy boards, but they were also different 
in shape and size according to the type of fishing. A symbol of tradition is “Isola dei Pescatori” 
(Fishermen Island), a “siren” bewitching artists and tourists, which in the Liberty period was 
unfortunately threatened by the appearance of modern, yet unsightly billboards (“Verbania”, 
1912). A positive effect of the progress was, on the other hand, the appearance of new sports 
and leisure boats, as a result of the growing presence on the lake of the English upper class, 
used to rowing and making trips on the Thames. Consisting of partially overlapping boards ac-
cording to new techniques, the boats had rounded sides and seats for rowers and travellers. The 
local construction sites produced various types of boats: the speed boat was very common for 
trips, whereas the yole, the small dinghy and the sandolo with paddle oar were more suitable 
for sport activities. There was also no shortage of bizarre boats, such as “nautical bicycles”. 
A famous presence on the lake was the great speed boat of Queen Margaret of Savoy who, ac-
cording to the press of the time, loved to row in her yole or sandolo in the pond of Villa Reale of 
Monza. And the world has always taken inspiration from royal costumes and followed in their 
footsteps...
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Scienze and Fisheries
In the atmosphere of scientific innovations of the time, fish hatcheries arose, where juvenile 
fish was bred to be then released in lakes and rivers to increase their fish stock. From the fa-
cilities set up in the former Borromeo stables near Stresa at 
the end of the nineteenth century, thou-

sands of juvenile fish have 
been released in the 

lake every year with 
a religious ceremo-
ny involving the lo-
cal parish priest, city 

authorities, Borromeo 
counts and fishermen.
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