
II n the early twentieth century, the Western world “rode the wave of progress”.
The Old and New Continents are a “hotbed” of scientific discoveries, futuristic projects and 
technological breakthroughs. Fascinated since time immemorial by the idea of flying, man 
overcomes the challenge with “aircraft” capable of soaring through the sky or rising and land-
ing on water. The first to rise from the ground in a motorized craft are the Wright brothers: 
the day of the historic feat is December 17, 1903.
In Italy, the pioneer of aeronautics was the Milanese engineer Carlo Forlanini (1848-1930), 
designer and builder of cutting-edge models, particularly helicopters (first demonstration 
1877), airships (“Leonardo da Vinci”, first flight 1909) and hydroplanes.
In the nautical and hydrodynamic sector, Forlanini is credited in 1905 with the first prototype 
of the hydroplane, a vessel with a propeller and side fins, which, having reached a certain 
speed, would rise above the water thanks to a system of pushes. Experimented in 1910 on a 
course from Laveno to Locarno and back, at 70 kilometers per hour, the hydroplane would re-
turn over the years to Lake Maggiore, faster and perfected, for trials and hydro-aviation races 
followed by the public. Its “descendant” is the hydrofoil, which on the Verbano will begin its 
runs between Stresa and Locarno in 1953 with the “Freccia d’Oro”.
Often in accounts of the time, the term “hydroplane” is used to refer to the “seaplane”, which 
instead is an airplane capable of taking off and ditching on water thanks to floats (or “boots”) 
that replace the wheeled undercarriage. The subject of design and experimentation since the 
early twentieth century, it will have great use in transportation, competition and warfare until 
World War II.
The first exhibition on the Borromean Gulf of a seaplane dates back to September 8, 1912, and 
a project related to the construction, on the shoreline beyond the Roddo creek, of a site for 
building aircraft and instructing pilots is dated to the same year. It would be this area, later, 
that would house a seaplane terminal and hangar, increasingly used in Stresa and on the lake 
for air tourism, in scenic flights and in regular air services.
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