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%0 shipyards are documented in Stresa, shortly after the mid-nineteenth century,
founded by boat “builders” from Como and developed at the same time as the spread of nautical
sports and recreation on the water on the Verhano.

Historical sources date the start of the two construction sites, one by Giacomo Fantoni and the
gther by Giorgio Taroni, capable, courageous, and far-sighted entrepreneurs, to 1838.

Of the former we know that “in addition to boats of all shapes and sizes, he also built boats”
victorious in the years 1874, 1875 and 1876, in competitions promated by the Lake Maggiore
Regatta Society of Belgirate. His were also the first bathing equipment. Very rare archival doc-
uments show the location of the shipyards near the Omarini Brathers’ Hotel (the Grand Hotel
des Iles Borromées) and the 1879 date of cessation of business. Impressive, however, are the
testimonies to the long life of Cantieri Taroni, counted among the pioneers of Italian power-
boating. The historic headquarters can be seen on the shore of Carciano Bay, opposite Isola
Bella: here, for decades, cutting-edge prototypes were designed and racing matorhoats were
manufactured that “flew” on the water in national and international competitions, and, in the
days of Art Nouveau, the first luxurious tourist boats for high-society vacationers were born.
Added to this were the construction of a wide range of matorboats and war boats, participation
In boat shows, and versatile workshop activities. In the early twentieth century, on the wave of a

well-established Stresa tradition, production began at Cantieri Vidoli,
er and pilot”, still located in La Sacca. Famous in ltaly and abroad,

founded by Enrico, “build-
for generations they have

dedicated themselves to making pleasure boats, especially the classic spears, and racing mo-
torhoats, as well as restoring and repairing boats. Followed by the press since their appearance,

the shipyards are cited for
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Anni ‘80: | ca'pior‘iedi motonautica
“Chicca” Vidoli alla 24 Ore di Rouen

the elegance, originality of [ines and accuracy
of the manufacture of their boats and, last but
not [east, for the victories and speed records
achieved in important races, where the Vi-
doli's have also been pilots.

FECHI DI CRONACA

LE VITTORIE DEL CANTIERE VIDOLI.

Primo premio nella gara eliminatoria per
il Campionato Italiano Fuori Bordo - Stresa,
agosto 1928 (cat. 250 - motore Evinrude)

Primo premio nelle recenti gare di Belgi-
rate (cat. 500 - motore Evinrude) battendo
nettamete motori fuori classe ;

Primo premio nelle gare di domenica scorsa
ad Arona, tanto nella cat. 250 con motore
Evinrude, quanto nella cat. 500 con motore
Johnson.

Del motore Evinrude il Cantiere Vidoli ha
la rappresentaza esclusiva per il Verbano ed
il Cusio.

Alla finale del campionato italiano Fuori
Bordo che si svolgera il 29 corrente a Como,
il Cantiere Vidoli é stato designato a con-
corrervi con tre scafi.

a «(Gazzetta dello Sport» per la penna
di Vincenzo Balsamo, 'animatore della mo-
tonautica nazionale, esaltando i migliori Can-
tieri concorrenti cita pure il Cantiere Vidoli
e lo pone in prima linea nell’affacciare pre-
visioni sull’andamento dell’importante com-
petizione.

Enrico Vidoli, costruttore e pilota intel-

4 P ligente ed audace, sapra portare vittorioso
e al traguardo di Villa Olmo il suo canotio,
e durante la vivacissima contesa egli sen-
tira alitare intorno a sé tutta I'ammirazione
— degli sportivi di Stresa Borromeo che gi
g "‘, s riconoscono grandi doti racchiusi in una piu
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Cantieri Fantoni: planimetria e
documento d'archivio del 1879
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