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@C ince the second half of the 19th century, the increasing construction of villas and =~ ————— P ” JJEL L
hatels surrounded by parks and gardens around Lake Maggiore has fostered the growth . = = = | e A0 e | - g

' I i : r . Fer i S i Tnons poii. del Lago Maggiore, dell'Ossola e del Cusio (Lago #'Orta) =~
of horticultural, nursery, and gardening businesses and the creation of events showcasing sz L ecenmuoTapwe
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all kinds of flowers and plants. This phenomenon had significant economic and tourist —— iEEs= e w-ammmwmwmmﬁ
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impacts, supported by local societies promating exhibitions and competitions. el GIAMDINERI D ORTICUETOR

A successful era began in 1870 with the Agricultural-Industrial-Artistic Exhibition in Pal- SEESe R
lanza, inaugurated in the presence of the Duchess of Genoa (mather of the future Queen
Margherita) and her son Tommaso, notable vacationers in Stresa. Competitors from the
entire region participated in various categories; “Horticulture and Floriculture™ were part ‘
of class 23, as nated in the catalog, which lists the exhibited products and participants’ i “;‘;E; o T el ER R
names, including Antonio Cantamessa from Stresa. In 1877, the Societa Orticola Verha- -
nese was founded in Pallanza, and it remains active to this day: its members, including Fl{ggohgt An article from “Verbania,

those from Stresa, have enlivened national and international events, such as floriculture |

conventions.

From 1899 to 1929, the activities of “Pro Stresa” were highly fruitful. The society was ~ Right: The children of Regina
established to improve the local conditions, make the area more appealing to visitors, and Ezlsastieo:ottvsgosvx]"j{ﬂBs\:V”earr_?em_
promate various events, such as the 1902 Congress of Gardeners and Horticulturists. rated carriages for the “Flower
Anather jewel of Stresa was the “Pro Flora et Pomona” (named after the Roman goddesses Parades.”
of fertility and fruit), founded in January 1914 to promate horticulture, fruit growing, and
gardening. The society organized a picturesque and popular competition for professionals
and amateurs, the “Flower Parade,” which awarded prizes for the best-decorated cars,
carriages, matorcycles, bicycles, and more that paraded along the lakefront. Though nat
unique to Stresa, these events were an unmissable part of September for several years.
Stresa also hosted smaller competitions. The August 1910 issue of the magazine “Verba-
nia” announced the following program: “September 8: Exhibition of plants and flowers.
0: Flower pairing competition. 10: Table decoration competition. 11: Table fruit competi-

tion.” Each event was an opportunity to celebrate natural beauty and human creativity.
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Right and below: Bicycles, automobiles, and carriages
adorned with lake flowers during the annual competi-
tions.

Among the leaders and presidents of the
“Pro Flora et Pomona” society were natable
gardeners and floriculturists: Michele Canta-
messa and Rinaldo Ronchi, entrepreneurs in i SEaReINEE - iR S0 R
Stresa, and Alessandro Pirotta, head gardener SRS
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HMA CATLOUU = THAZIONE & MOTORE " Faatiro ructe

I, Premia @ Meduglia d'odo, dinn delle signore Patrenesse, ¢ diploma
e T, Fremie : Opgettl achigticl e diplomas,
A CATEOOKIA - TRAZIONE A QUADRUPED]I s gquatira ructic
L Promio: Medagla d'oro o diploma. < 1 e L Premio @ Oggeltd arbilici e diploma.
TREAA CATEOOHIA - TRAZIONE A QUADRUPEDI n dus ructa
I rremin : Medaghin d'oro e diploma = 1L e Al Premio: Ogeettl artisticl ¢ dipioma,
GUARTA CATHEOHA - MOTOOICLETTE artisticamonte docorate

I, Pramio: Medaglin d'argenid grande con irtistkco coplomo - 11 e 1. : Oggettl artisticl & diploma.
HNTA CATEOORIA - BICICLETTE artisticnmonto docorate
bl L Preaila ) Opgettl selisilel e diplomn,
BRI CATIOOMA - CORSO FLOREALE MINUSCOLO artisticaments decorato
(Calungme geaeie df piccole dimeasfoni - adaffe per bombing.
L Premio : Medaghn d'oro, dong delle-signore Patronesse - I,oe L Oggettl artisticl e diploma,
S TTIMA CATEGORIA - CONCORSO PROFESSIONISTE (Oriicolior] - Fiorish - Chardinteri)
{Trosbone @ uendripddl, @ guiioe ol artistfeamente tecarate con fiord fresehi: recisl) -
Peeml @ GRAN PREMIO M 5. M. IL RE ¢ diplomo, - 1 Premio: L. B¢ diplomn di Meﬂag!in d'oro
i+ 4, 300 ¢ diploms dl grande Medagha d'argento - 1 : L, 200 e diploma df Medaglia d'argento.
NOR, = | wgiudicapbing deita Mecagia ol 8. M. [ Re ¢ sobsidingla aljecrizkior cd Al partecipasions &1 almens
wlagied  prmendien il
GITAVA CATEOORIA - CONCORSO SENZA PRETESE (Riserva o ai vetturali)
{Mazzo i florl ool fateedl ¢ decorazions ol finiment] o comumgue)
LW & 1, Prenbo Cggettl artistiel Toon diploma.
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La PRO FLORA metle o disposlxione delia EHuria tre: oggettl artisticl, dn psscgnare al balconl
maglin lufiaratl,.

Eventualiente 1n Giuria assegoers del preil (Oggottl artiaticl) i concorrenti fuori programma.




