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The Portrait of Vitaliano VI Borromeo
(1620-1690)
and the 17th-century harpsichord

preserved in the Music Room of Q%d 4
Palazzo Borromeo on Isola Bella

%terpe, traditionally revered as the muse of music and lyrical poetry, has for centuries inspired
the hearts and minds of those enchanted by the harmony of the Borromean Gulf. As early as the 17th
century, the waters and shores of Lake Maggiore resounded with the notes of instruments celebrating
the arrival of the distinguished guests of the Borromeo counts to Isola Bella. These were the same
melodies that animated the “musical entertainments” which, under Vitaliano VI (1620-1690), beca-
me the highlights of lavish festivities: concerts, performances aboard boats (the so-called pesche in
musica, or “musical fishing parties”), and above all, musical operas, staged in purpose-built theatres
or within the gardens, and occasionally open to the issolani - the local islanders. This passion and
excellence in the musical arts have endured through the centuries, now embodied in the Stresa Festi- Distinguished Musicians on the Lake
val - Settimane Musicali, founded in 1962 by ltalo Trentinaglia de Daverio. Today, the festival stands as Clockwise from lft

. . . . i - Ruggero Leoncavallo (Naples, 1857 - Montecatini
an intemationally acclaimed annual even, emblematic of Sresa's cultural prestige. o, 1919), resdent in Bfssag from 190%:
During the Belle Epoque and the Liberty period, the lakeshores and hillsides of the Verbano - especially Umberto Giordano (Foggia, 1867 - Milan, 1948),
on the Piedmontese side - witnessed an increasing presence of composers, musicians, and conduc- g';:ahn';Ir;ﬁ?:gefA\ggfﬁgg;”BMan‘:ﬂ”w il
tors, who came here to rest, create, and find inspiration. Parallel to the region’s economic and touristic his villa in Alpino;
growth, musical activity flourished, adapting to the tastes of an ever-expanding public and reflecting ?L‘s{o ”V:zs:jr"n'me[f;:;‘:t %?fgm :;":\I‘;;kd lliz?
its evolving lifestyle. Music echoed nat only in theatres and salons but also in private villas, in outdoor from 1932, on the smallIsolino di San Giovanni.
soirées, in grand hatels, cafés, and even aboard steamboats plying the lake's waters. Contemporary
newspapers attest o a rich musical life where fairs, exhibitions, congresses, sporting events, inaugu-
rations, Civic celebrations, and religious feasts often featured performances by orchestras, choirs, and
bands led by local maestros. Alongside arrangements of well-known works and variations on popular
themes, the repertoire included original compositions of varying quality by both Italian and interna-
tional composers. Titles frequently referenced Lake Maggiore, Isola Bella, or specific localities such as
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Stresa, o commemorated particular events. Among these were the Grand March of Inauguration for o Dance Music Sores "é;/ S TRErs
the Agricultural, Industrial and Artistic Exhibition of Pallanza in 1870, dedicated to the Duchess of Ge- ATarantella and a Waltz, accompanied ooy

noa - mather of Queen Margherita and a beloved summer resident of Stresa - and Ricordo di Stresa, by a scene of open-air dancing in Stresz, /\NDRE C()] OMB
a suite of twelve pieces composed by Giovanni Menozzi (Milan, 1813 - Pallanza, 1885), dedicated to amnqWha['fhzi}'fvn?;sfi#r;m'r;afi i

Marquis Nicold Rapallo, second hushand of the Duchess.

The Commemoration of Maestro Giovanni Menozzi (1813-1885) as published in La Voce
on 10 February 1885, and the musical score of the march composed by the maestro for
the inauguration of the Agricultural, Industrial and Artistic Exhibition of Pallanza (1870), a
work dedicated to Her Royal Highness Princess Maria Elisabetta, patroness of the event.
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Marquis Nicolo Rapallo and the Duchess of Genoa
Already the widow of the brather of King Victor
Emmanuel 11 of Savay, the Duchess of Genoa later
became the wife of Marquis Nicolo Rapallo in a second
marriage.




